
Pattern Symbols 



Pattern Symbols 
Pattern symbols are an important part of sewing.  

Learning how to read and use pattern symbols 
will help you to create a professional looking 

project, save you time and also make sewing it 
together much easier.   



Notches: 

Circles: 

Squares: 

Common symbols to transfer onto fabric include: 

Pattern symbols should be transferred from the 
paper pattern piece to the fabric AFTER the 
fabric has been cut out, but BEFORE the paper 
pattern is removed.     

These are most commonly used for placing 
sleeves, pockets or decorations.  



Other Pattern Symbols 

Single Dart 

Grainline 



Other Pattern Symbols 

Double-Ended Dart 

Place On Fold 



Other Pattern Symbols 

Double Notches 

Triple Notches 



Other Pattern Symbols 

Button 

Buttonhole 



Quick Review 

Label the grainlines and symbols on the fabric below: 
A

. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

A. ____________________________ 
B. ____________________________ 
C. ____________________________ 
D. ____________________________ 
E. ____________________________ 

Cross Grain or Crosswise Grain 

Bias 

Lengthwise Grain 

Place on Fold 

Selvage 



11.

10.

Cut 2 Cut 2

11.

10.

Cut 2 Cut 2

B. Marks To Transfer 

F.  Place on Fold Symbol 

E. Adjustment Line  
(To Lengthen or Shorten Pattern) 

D. Number to Cut 

C. Pattern Piece Number 
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    E.      Adjustment Line:  Double parallel lines showing where the 
pattern piece can be lengthened or shortened.      

    B.     Marks to Transfer (Squares, Triangles and Circles):  Symbols 
used to help match and join garment sections, especially areas 
that are gathered or eased.   

   A.      Notch: Diamond shaped symbols that extend beyond the 
cutting line.  They are used for matching seams and joining 
garment pieces.  Always cut AROUND the notches so they are 
clearly visible. When two or more notches are grouped together, 
cut them as one large block.   

    D.     Number to Cut:  Number that indicates how many of each 
pattern piece to cut.   

    C.     Pattern Piece Number:  Number that indicates which 
pattern piece it is.   

    F.     Place-On-Fold Symbol:  A narrow, double-ended arrow that 
is bent on each end. It indicates that the pattern should be 
placed on the fold of the fabric.  This edge should NOT be cut.  



Cut 2 

G. Grainline 

J. Center Front 
 & Back 

K. Fold Line 

H. Seamline 
(Dashed) 

I. Cutting Line 
(Solid) 
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   J.     Center Front and Back:  A solid, labeled line indicting 
where the center of the garment is located, either at the 
front or the back.   

   I.     Cutting Line:  A heavy solid line that outlines the pattern 
pieces.  Sometimes a symbol of scissors is printed on the 
line to show the proper direction for cutting.    

   K.    Fold Line:  A solid, labeled line where fabric will be 
folded to form a finished edge, such as a hemline or cuff.   

   G.     Grainline:  A heavy solid line with an arrow at each end.  
It appears on all pattern pieces that are not on the fold.  
The grain line indicates how to place the pattern piece on 
grain with the fabric.  To do this, the grain arrow must be 
placed exactly PARALLEL to the SELVAGE.  

   H.     Seamline (or Stitching Line):  A dashed line running on 
the inside of the cutting line.  On most commercial 
patterns, this line is found 5/8” from the cutting line.   


