
Sewing Vocabulary & Equipment 



Regular Stitch Length Basting Stitch Length 

1.  Basting Stitch 

 Long, temporary stitches used to hold pieces of fabric 
together.  (Changed by twisting the stitch length knob.) 

2.  Beeswax 

 Coats and strengthens thread for hand sewing or 
embroidering.  It also helps prevent knots.   



3.  Bias 

 Diagonal angle on fabric-provides the GREATEST 
amount of stretch in the fabric. 



4.  Bobbin 

 A small spool, made of plastic or metal, around which 
the lower thread of the sewing machine is wound. 

5.  Bobbin Case 

 The part of the sewing machine that holds the 
bobbin. 



7.  Casing 

 A tunnel through which elastic or cording is 
threaded. 

6.  Bodkin 

 A small tool used to draw elastic or other 
material through a casing.   



8.  Clipping 

 A short cut made in the seam allowance-but not 
through the stitching-to allow for “bendability”. 

9.  Crossgrain (or Crosswise Grain) 

 Perpendicular to the selvage edge of fabric-has a 
little bit of stretch. 

Perpendicular 



10.  Directional Fabrics 

 Fabrics on which all pattern pieces must be laid 
in the same direction because they have a nap, 
pile, shading or one-way design. 

Directional Fabric: Non-Directional Fabric: 



12.  Fold Line (or Place-On-Fold Line) 

 An arrow with bent corners to indicate pattern must be 
placed and cut on a folded edge of fabric. 

11.  Fiber 

   The basic unit that makes up fabric. 

Fiber 
Yarn 

Fabric 



13.  Gathering 

 Two to three parallel rows of basting stitches to 
create fullness in a garment. 



14.  Grading 

   Trimming layers of seam allowance to decrease bulk. 

15.  Grainline 

 Arrowed line indicating how to place the pattern piece 
on the material.  This usually runs PARALLEL to the 
selvage. 



16.  Guide Sheet 

 Gives step-by-step directions on how to produce the 
project-includes fabric key, pattern layout, pattern 
pieces needed and vocabulary lists.   



17.  Hem 
 The raw edge of any fabric, usually an article of 

clothing, turned back to the wrong side and stitched 
down.   

18.  Interfacing 

 A non-woven fabric used to strengthen and stabilize 
other fabrics.  (It usually has a fusible, heat-activated side.)   



19.  Knit Fabric 

 Fabrics formed by the interlocking of one continuous yarn. 

20.  Lint Rollers 

 Used to remove thread and fabric fibers from clothing.   



21.  Machine Feet 

 Interchangeable sewing machine feet that are used for 
different sewing techniques. (Ex: Zipper Foot, Blind-Hem 

Foot, Buttonhole Foot, etc.) 



22.  Marking 

 The transfer of construction symbols and lines from the 
pattern piece to the fabric. 



23.  Marking Pens or Pencils 

 Fabric safe pens or pencils used for transferring pattern 
markings.  Most are water-soluble or have disappearing 
ink.   

24.  Measuring Tape 

 Flexible piece of equipment used to measure body 
measurements, grainlines and long distances. 



25.  Miter 

 Pressing a corner, then refolding the point diagonally to 

form a square edge 



26.  Nap 

 Soft and fuzzy surface on fabric-created by raised, short 
fiber ends. (Ex: velvet, corduroy, etc.) 



27.  Needle Threader 

 A small piece of equipment used to pull thread through 
the eye of a hand needle.   

28.  Non-Woven Fabrics 

 Any fabric that is neither knit or woven, such as felt. 



29.  Notches 

 Diamond shaped symbols that extend beyond the 
cutting line on the pattern. 

30.  Notching 

 Cutting V-shaped wedges out of the seam allowance to 
reduce bulk. 



31.  Notion 

 All items, other than fabric and patterns, needed to 
complete a sewing project.  (Ex: buttons, zippers, trims, etc.) 

32.  Paper Scissors 

 Scissors used for cutting patterns 
and other non-fabric items.  



33.  Pattern 
 Indicates what you will be making-includes size chart, 

garment views, notions needed, suggested fabrics and 
material quantities.   



34.  Pin Cushion 

 Small cushion used to hold and sharpen straight 
pins.   

35.  Pinking Shears 
 Shears used to cut a zig-zag, ravel-resistant edge 

on the fabric. 



36.  Pins 

 Holds layers of fabric together for cutting and 
sewing. 

37.  Presser Foot 
 A part of the sewing machine that holds the fabric 

down to help it through the machine evenly.  (There 
are many different kinds, each designed to make a particular sewing 
task easier.) 



38.  “Right” Side 

 The patterned side of fabric that will be showing 
when you are done sewing your project. Sometimes 
called the “Pretty” side.     

“Right” Side “Wrong” Side 



39.  Rotary Cutting Equipment 

 Equipment used to cut very straight, clean lines in 
fabric.  Never use the rotary blade without the ruler 
or the cutting mat.   

Rotary Cutter 

Rotary Mat 

Rotary Ruler 



40.  Safety Pins 

 Pins used to fasten fabric together that have a 
protective clasp on the end.   

41.  Seam Allowance 

 Space from the seam to the 
edge of the material. 



42.  Seam Finishes 

 Methods of finishing seam allowances so that 
they won’t fray or unravel.   

Serged Zigzaged Graded Clean FinishedSergedSerged ZigzagedZigzaged GradedGraded Clean FinishedClean Finished



43.  Seam Gauge 

 Metal six-inch ruler with a sliding marker. 

44.  Seam Ripper 

 Useful tool that helps unpick 
small stitches. 



45. Selvage 

 The tightly woven edges on fabric that runs 
lengthwise down the fabric.  The grainline will run 
PARALLEL to the selvage.     

Selvage 



46.  Shears 
 Sharp cutting tool to be used 

ONLY on fabric. 

47.  Stitch-In-The-Ditch 

 The underneath layer of 
fabric and the top layer are 
aligned along the seam line.  
With the seam spread open, 
a row of stitches is placed 
directly in the ditch or groove 
of the seam on the RIGHT 
SIDE, through all the layers. 



48.  Straight of Grain (or Lengthwise Grain) 
 Parallel to the selvage edge of fabric-has the LEAST 

amount of stretch. 

Straight of Grain 

49.  Thimble 

 A small metal cone used to 
protect fingers during sewing.   



50.  Top-Stitching 

 A row of stitches about 1/4” away from the seam 
on the top or RIGHT side.    



51.  Tracing Paper & Wheel 

 Powdered paper and metal wheel used to transfer 
pattern markings to fabric.   



52.  Woven Fabric 

 Fabrics created by the interlocking of two separate 
yarns-warp (parallel yarns), and weft (perpendicular 
yarns).  Basic weaves include: 

Plain Weave 

Twill Weave 

Satin Weave 



53.  “Wrong” Side 

 The back side of fabric that will be on the inside of 
the project you are sewing.  Sometimes called the 
“Ugly” side.   

“Right” Side “Wrong” Side 


